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Smoke Signals is the magazine of 1st Claremont 
Scout Group. The first edition was printed way 
back in 1958, which was also 1st Claremont’s 
50th birthday, and the first editor was John 
Webb – Jonathan’s and my father!  Four 
editions came out between 1958 and 1965.  
 
Smoke Signals reappeared in 1982 just before 
our 75th  Birthday. Rupe (our back page 
correspondent) has been a regular feature since 
then. I edited my first edition as a Scout in 1988 
for my Scribe badge, and brought out editions as 
a Scouter every year or so, for a while even 
managing a quarterly newsletter edition. The 
last issue was a long time time ago, 1997 to be 
precise, which is a bit embarassing...  Anyhow, 
since we’re celebrating our centenary next year, 
it seems like a good time to revive the Smoke 
Signals tradition. 
 
That’s all from me; on with the magazine! 
 

 
 

Ian Webb  
Group Scouter  
October  2007 

 
 

 
 

Don’t forget to visit the 1st Claremont 
website! 

 
www.scouting.org.za/groups/1stclaremont 
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PLs:  Boks: Daniel Smith 021 6716093; Bats: James Lister 021 6711443; Eagles: Michael Kerr 021 6711492 TS: 
Ross McDonald ross@bergwind.co.za 021 6714056 / 076 1633850, GS: Ian Webb ian@scouting.org.za 021 
6831567 / 078 2551122, ATS: Jonathan Webb jonathanw@africon.co.za 083 4128116, Adrian Spencer-Jones 
orangekegsa@yahoo.com 072 3757040, Andrew Kerr andrew@kerr.za.net 021 6711492 / 072 2404486 
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2007 – the centenary of World Scouting.  Ross attended the Centenary Jamboree in England and sent us 
this postcard: 
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Above: Ross at the Jamboree opening ceremony. Right: and running an activity at the Global 
Development Village. 
 

   
 

Here’s a postcard from the Swiss contingent, showing the crowds at the opening ceremony: 
 

 
 

The next World Jamboree is in Sweden in 2011, and South Africa has been invited to the national 
Jamboree in The Netherlands in 2008 – we hope some 1st Claremont Scouts will be attending! Speak to 
Ian for details.
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In August each patrol built a platform above the ground and 
then had to invite the Patrol Leader of another patrol to their 
platform for a cup of tea.  Here are some of the invitations they 
sent… 
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Congratulations to the 7 Scouts who completed the Patrol Leader Training Course at Hawequas during 
the September holidays: Thando Gugwini, Jeremy Bingham, Daniel Smith, Byron Donaldson, Dylan 
Williams, Jason Lee and James Lister. 
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In August we had a joint camp at Hawequas with 6th Rondebosch. 
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Short and to the point.  Thanks James.   
P.S. Nice owl. 
�
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I’m not so sure about the frozen rice crispies bit, but anyway… 
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Thando reports back on a more successful pioneering meeting during  
September: 
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In April we took part in the Kon-Tiki competition… 
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One of the team decided to stay anonymous:  
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Reid (above) had fun on theconstruction crew: 
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The raft was great but the team didn’t do very 
well in the competition this year. Daniel Smith 
explains why: 

 
 

 
 

Sorry, Daniel, you definitely haven’t beaten the record for our worst Kon Tiki team. No, don’t ask. And 
please don’t try again… 
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Earlier in the year we were raided by the Scouts from 2nd Rondebosch. Sipho and Lebo sum it up:����
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Daniel tells the rest of the story: 
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Jason had his own misadventure the same day, after the raid was over… 
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Jeremy Bingham was sorry to miss it all… 
 

 
 
Just for the record, the Scouters (and Bokkie) were not amused. 
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On our Troop Camp last December, the seniors had a tough hike down Riviersonderend kloof, and the 
juniors went to Koggelberg Nature Reserve for their hike: 
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Matthew has his own special memory: 
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Above: Beagles in a tree, and Boks in a great glass elevator.  
 

       
 

Above: Jeremy guards the hall, Jason stops to smells the flowers, and Daniel reaches the rafters (at a 
commando course meeting in October). 

 

    
 
Above: James gets cold feet in the canal, and Boks in a wheelbarrow (at a meeting in August). 

In June each patrol had to run around Claremont taking photos 
of themselves in various locations: 
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Earlier in the year we camped at Appleton, the Scout 
campsite on Signal Hill, and climbed Lions Head: 
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Above: a very windy hike on Devils Peak in 
January 
 
Left: In March we entered two Patrols (well, one 
and three-quarters) in the Upton Shield. �
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In April we had a family camp in the Cederberg 
and hiked to some of the famous sights in the 
area …  
 
Above: Jason  Lee at Stadsaal. 
 
Below: Hiking through the Valley of the Red 
Gods after coming down form  the Wolfberg 
Cracks. 
 

 

 
Above: The Maltese Cross, and Sneeuberg in the 
background (highest peak in the Cederberg) 
 

 
Above: Sipho, Lebo and Thando on Wolfberg 
 

 
Above: Wolfberg Arch, one of the most famous 
sights in the Cederberg. 
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Hello folks, it’s me: Rupe, the Troop Snoop. It’s 
my job to ensure that all your little indiscretions 
make the light of day as quickly as a wristwatch 
disappearing during a ward visit from Manto. It 
was my snoopers who investigated Cape Town’s 
power failures and found out that they were a 
practice run for the last person to leave the 
country actually switching out the lights. Yes, 
I’ve been keeping watch on the Oldest Scout 
Group in South Africa, and this report will arrive 
in an unmarked brown envelope in the editor’s 
gmail at midnight. But enough of the soft stuff, 
let’s can the jazz and dig into the fruit salad... 
 

Snooper #1 starts us off by awarding the 
coveted title of King of the Romeos. There’s no 
contest here, now that Katch Both has eloped to 
6th Rondebosch. The Claremont K of the R’s for 
2007 goes to Ja-nee Bigamy who claims he was 
at home watching a movie instead of coming to 
Scouts. Recently he celebrated his first 
anniversary by leaving her at home while he went 
off to PLTC. But watch out, Ja-nee, the younger 
guys are practising. Beagles and Boks collected 
some cheery photos (and phone numbers?) of 
Spur waitresses during the photo chase wide 
game. 

Snooper #2 is on the international beat, and 
reports that our very own Trooper, "Big Mac" 
Ronald, flew all the way to England with 40 000 
other Scouts for the centenary Jamboree, to 
present a workshop on the influence of excessive 
air travel on climate change. Back home, the 
intrepid Bats Patrol designed an Incredible 
Machine to put out a candle from 2m using 
various levers, ropes and poles, but instead 
constructed something that poured water on the 
floor and then fell on the Patrol Leader’s head. 

Snooper #3 reports on health matters, and 
observed the Best Injury competition among the 
Jays. First, Jason Leeped onto the injury list with 
a finely executed head-butt to the ground during a 
game of Red Rover. James Wristless soon 
eclipsed Jason’s achievement with his own little 
incident of a foofey slide, a dose of gravity, and a 
short plummet to the ground. James Limpman 
and Dylan Withoutarms joined the party over the 
next few weeks, although their injuries were not 

Scout-induced. For a few weeks, we had Jameses 
1 and 2 and Dylan coming to meetings with casts 
on various extremities. 

Snoopers #4 and #5 took out their stealth 
umbrellas at Hawequas. First they spied on the 
Scouts celebrating the wettest weekend of the 
winter (and the centenary of Scouting) with a 
joint camp with 6th Rondebosch at Hawequas. 
On the way there we had the mandatory breakage 
of the kombi’s fan belt, and on the way back, the 
mandatory puncture. Ian "Who’s a Daddy" 
Webmeister has been officially warned for 
overkill – all that’s usually required is a gentle 
hiss, not a spectacular high-speed shredded tyre 
on the N1. In September, most of the older Scouts 
headed back to Hawequas for the PLTC, also 
known as "Please Let’s Train Claremont". There, 
they were introduced to other mysterious 
acronyms like GIT and ORA, and will no doubt 
soon put their new skills into action on the orable 
gits in their patrols. 

Snooper #6 keeps watch on the hall. His usual 
snooping spot (disguised as a vagrant in the 
hedge) was disturbed when most of the hedge 
was removed, and he now skulks around in a little 
pink wendy house which he hopes is part of the 
nursery school and not one of the patrol dens. His 
notebook was pinched during the 2nd 
Rondebosch raid but he still managed to submit a 
technical report in morse code about the state of 
the hall roof. His prediction is that the next repair, 
like all the previous repairs, will not be the last, 
and that the elements might be reliably kept out 
of the interior in time for the group’s 150th 
birthday in 2058.  

That’s all from me, but like Arnold, I’ll be 
back, with another blogful of gossip, slander and 
revelations from the snooping department in our 
next edition. So guard your back, and remember: 

Wherever you are,  
     whatever you do, 

 
         YOU ARE BEING WATCHED!! 

                        Yours snoopingly, 
                                        ��!�1���

!�
�

!



�
��������())78�9 �� �������
�������������
����
������
�
���:�
�!����

����'������

9;)7�3�())7�
This year 2007 is the centenary of Scouting around the 
world, and next year, 2008 is the centenary of the start of 
1st Claremont Scout Group!  It’s a really special 
centenary, because we are the oldest Scout group in the 
country. We had our first meeting on 3 March 1908, and 
the first Scoutmaster was George French (picture on the 
right).  
 
Here’s what we’re planning: 
 

·  A centenary celebration at the hall for Scouts, 
families, former Scouts, and guests. 

 
·  From 21-30 March, a 10-day Scout expedition 

including canoeing on the Orange River. Details 
soon! 

 
·  A new “Centenary Room” – we are renovating 

the stage as a great new meeting room for the 
Scouts. 

 
·  A centenary publication about the history of 1st 

Claremont form 1908 to the present, and a CD of 
photos and copies of all the past editions of 
Smoke Signals. 

 
·  Commemorative badges and Troop T-shirts for 

the Scouts. 
 

·  A fundraising drive among former Scouts to help 
with these and other projects. 

 
·  Articles in the local community papers. 

 
All of this is a big undertaking, and we’re appealing to all parents and Scouts to give their full support 
for these exciting plans. Watch this space… 
 

       
 

Our previous corrugated iron hall in 1925 – where the top bowling green is now. 


